My War Memories, 1914-1918
four years of war we were unable to set up a home of our own, and I was never able to pay any but short flying visits to my ' wife. . My family had little consideration during these momentous days, for all my time was occupied by my work.
Early on the 2nd of August I travelled, with my horses, via Cologne, to Aix-la-Chapelle, which I reached on the same evening. Under mobilization orders I was appointed Deputy Chief of Stag of the 2nd Army, then commanded by General von Biilow, with General von Lauenstein as his Chief of Staff,
Next I had to join General von Emmich, who had been given the task of taking the fortress of Liege by surprise, the troops for this purpose being composed of some quickly mobilized mixed infantry brigades which had not been brought up to full strength. By this move it was intended to clear a way through Belgium for the Army.
I took up my quarters in Aix-la-Chapelle at the Hotel Union.
Early on August 3rd, General von Emmich arrived. I had not previously met this distinguished soldier, but from that time onwards I cherished a feeling of deep esteem for him which lasted until the day of his death. His Chief of Staff was Colonel Count von Lambsdorff, a brilliant officer who won great distinction at Li6ge and elsewhere.
Early on August 4th the advance over the Belgian frontier began, while in Berlin the Reichstag, in a patriotic demonstration, voted its support to the Government, and the party leaders, after the Speech from the Throne had been read, vociferously proclaimed their unconditional allegiance to the Kaiser, come what might. The same day I had my first experience of fighting in an- engagement near Vise, close to the Dutch frontier. It was evident that Belgium had long been prepared for our advance. The roads had been systematically pulled up and barricaded, showing that a great deal of work had been done beforehand. No such obstacles could be found (by us) on the south-west frontier of Belgium. Why had Belgium not taken similar precautions against France ?
The question as to whether we could secure the bridges at Vis6 intact was one of special importance. I went on to visit
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